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than forty yards before we were repulsed with great loss. It

was then about twilight, and the volley the enemy poured into

our ranks appeared to be a veritable sheet of flame. The

losses of our regiment there were relatively greater than in

any other battle in which it participated. There was scarcely

an officer or man who did not bear either in his body or cloth-

ing the marks of the terrible conflict. Of the 130 men who
went into the charge, at least one-half were either killed or

wounded. Lieutenant J. J. Hoyle, of Company F, was

killed while gallantly loading his company ; he was ever a

faithful and conscientious officer ; Lieutenant W. H. Townes,

of Granville county, as brave an officer as ever drew a

sword, commanding Company D, was mortally wounded.

Of the thirteen men of Company I present, three were

killed and all the others were wounded. After the re-

pulse, we fell back some fifty yards waiting and expecting

that the enemy would advance, but this he failed to do, and

during the night we were moved further to the rear. Cap-

tain Whitted commanded the regiment in this engagement.

The next afternoon the men detailed the day before having

come in, our regiment had nearly as many men in ranks as it

had the day before, and Captain B. F. Briggs, of Company
A, was in command. Our line was lengthened by fresh

troops, and late in the afternoon another attempt was made
to dislodge the enemy from his position, our regiment charg-

ing over the same ground as on the day before, and it was re-

pulsed at just about the same point, and with very nearly as

great losses. We returned to the trenches near Petersburg

and there remained until the engagement on 1 October on the

right of our line, in which General ITeth's Division was en-

gaged with an infantry division of the Federal forces and

some of their cavalry, and in which General Archer was mor-

tally wounded. The losses of the Fifty-fifth Kegiment in

this engagement were slight. In the battle of Hatcher's Run
or Burgess' Mill, on 27 October, the right of our brigade

rested on Hatcher's Run. One of the Mississippi Regiments

was on the right, and our regiment was in the centre. About
4 o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy had broken tlirough our

lines on the south side of Hatcher's Run and the first we


